Example Proposal (Use for proper formatting):

“HAVING A BLAST”: UPDATE ON THE USE OF PYROTECHNICS

James A. Laughlin, USD.A/ APHIS/ Wildlife Services, 19501 Edison Drive, Beale AFB, CA 95903
USA; Phone: (530) 434-9410; Email: ames.a.laughlin@usda.gov

Michael J. Begier, USD.A/ APHIS/ Wildlife Services, 1400 Independence Ave SW, Room 1621 South
Agriculture Building, Washington, DC 20250—3402 US'A

Explosive Pest Control Devices (EPCDs) are regulated explosives that fall under the jurisdiction of
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF). EPCDs, or more commonly
referred to as “pyrotechnics”, have been used for many years by airport and wildlife personnel to
harass birds away from aircraft movement areas in order to reduce aircraft/wildlife collisions.
Although a fairly common tool in wildlife management programs, the use of pyrotechnics requires a
thorough understanding of the key issues prior to their use. Recent decisions by the ATF that
regulate the use of pyrotechnics are critically important to airports and the aviation industry. Factors
to address before integrating pyrotechnics into an airport’s wildlife hazard management plan include:
(1) regulations, (2) licensing/permitting requirements, (3) storage, records, and reporting
requirements, (4) transportation requirements, (5) types of devices and launchers, (6) effective use
on different wildlife species, (7) safety, and (8) training.

Contact:

James Laughlin

Wildlife Biologist
USDA-APHIS-Wildlife Services
Beale AFB, CA

Cell: (530) 434-9410
[ames.a.]aughlin@usda.gov

Preparing the proposal:

A good proposal should briefly tell: (1) what problem you studied or addressed, and why; (2) how
you did the investigation; (3) what you found out; and (4) what your results mean. Focus on the
most important findings, positive or negative. Try and be quantitative and descriptive (e.g., body
densities averaged 11-29% higher for starlings than for 3 species of gulls) as opposed to indicative
(e.g., gulls and starlings had different body densities). When considering your presentation,
remember, there are two primary reasons for a presentation, one is to inform, and the other is to
persuade. Make the title descriptive of the main topic but concise (<15 words). Limit the proposal
to < 300 words.


mailto:James.a.laughlin@usda.gov

Bird Strike Committee USA Non-Commercial Policy:

Participants in Bird Strike Committee USA (BSC-USA) conference technical sessions are seeking
valuable educational sessions and are always critical of presenters or sessions that are self-
promotional. BSC-USA Conference policy therefore obliges presenters may not use a conference
technical session for commercial sales pitches, self-promotion, or unwarranted criticism of a
competitor. BSC-USA technical sessions provide a forum to professionals to have an open
dialogue and creative exchange of ideas free of bias and commercial content. Speakers are not
permitted to distribute company promotional literature, brochures, or sales materials in any form to

attendees during their technical session.
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